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What is 
Democracy? 

Facing the upcoming November elections, and giv¬ 
en the attack on voting rights seen in the last Presi¬ 
dential election, the parade of corrupt corporate 
candidates from both parties, and the blatant attack on 
grassroots candidates who seek to represent the poor, 
we have to pose the question: do we live under a true 
democracy? Many will quickly say yes, referring to 
our "right to vote and free speech." But, what is 
democracy? 

Democracy is more than the right to vote. Political 
democracy (such as voting and free speech) has to be 
stabilized by economic democracy. Economic democ¬ 
racy is the guarantee of a decent life for everyone: a 
quality home, education, and health care, plus more. 
Under a true democracy, no one would exploit any¬ 
one's labor. Prisons would not house the poor. Every¬ 
one would contribute collectively to how the society 
is run. Democracy, in the final analysis is rule by the 
people. 

But, we live under capitalism. Capitalism is based 
upon certain economic laws: the exploitation of hu¬ 
man labor power and the drive for maximum profit. 
Voting in or out corrupt politicians is a necessary 
fight. But, we can't vote out an economy. For exam¬ 



ple, voting 
can't stop 
pharmaceuti¬ 
cal corpora¬ 
tions from 
profiting from 
the sale of 
life-saving 
drugs at 
prices that only the rich can afford. Nor can we vote 
out war. War is not a "policy" of mean-spirited politi¬ 
cians. War is an integral part of the capitalist system. 
The military-industrial complex is the foundation of 
the economy. Corporations, financial speculators, and 
energy conglomerates profit from war. Under capital¬ 
ism, guaranteeing corporate profits is the role of the 
elected officials. 

In the past, when US capitalism was top dog and 
expanding throughout the globe, the workers’ stan¬ 
dard of living was rising, and voting strengthened the 
system. Today, electronic production is eliminating 
workers, and the rulers can't allow the poor to assem¬ 
ble or express any semblance of independent de¬ 
mands. With the global market and its cutthroat 
competition, the corporations need a free hand to rob 


the country and world blind. They need a more re¬ 
pressive state to silence any opposition. History has 
shown that if voting or free speech stands in the way 
of the corporations’ property and profits, they will 
eliminate it altogether. 

We have to fight for the political power to create a 
whole new society, one built on cooperation, not prof¬ 
its. To do so, we must take full advantage of voting, of 
rallies and public events, of radio and television, cou¬ 
pled with study, to develop the political understanding 
of the people about what the new conditions make 
possible. Today, science is creating the possibility of a 
world of plenty. We can create a new society where 
the abundance is distributed to all based on need, not 
money. 
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Katrina’s aftermath reveals fight for a New 
America without poverty 


COVER STORY 


At the one-year anniversary of Hur¬ 
ricane Katrina, and as the midterm con¬ 
gressional elections approach, it’s more 
clear than ever that the Democrats are 
no different than the Republicans when 
it comes to representing the interests of 
the poor. 

Problems persist up and down the 
Gulf Coast, but New Orleans remains 
the glaring example. The poor are still 
locked out of New Orleans, and the Na¬ 
tional Guard has been brought in to 
make sure it stays that way. Tens of 
thousands of people languish in FEMA 
trailer parks that the residents describe 
as being like prisons. Plans to redevelop 
New Orleans without the poor are pro¬ 
ceeding with the blessing of both De¬ 
mocratic and Republican politicians. 
And as the author of the report “Big, 
Easy Money: Disaster Profiteering on 
the American Gulf Coast,” states: 

“The devastation of the Gulf Coast is 
tragic enough, but the scope of the cor¬ 
porate greed that followed, facilitated 
by government incompetence and com¬ 
plicity, is downright criminal. Sadly, 
disaster profiteering has become com¬ 
monplace in America. Well-connected 
corporations are growing rich off of no¬ 
bid contracts...” (see www.corp- 
watch.org). 

The Labor Day holiday typically sig¬ 
nals the final stretch toward the 
midterm congressional elections. Each 
party will spare no cost or effort in pre¬ 
senting itself as champion of “the great 
American middle class,” as a staunch 
defender of freedom and the pocket- 
books of “working people.” At the 
same time, each will spend equal effort 
vilifying the other. Millions will be 
spent in attack ads mounting personal 
attacks against the opponent. 

The point of the whole exercise is 
the attempt by both parties to hood¬ 
wink John and Jane Q Public into be¬ 
lieving that they do indeed have a real 
choice; that there are real differences 
between Democrats and Republicans. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The only real distinction be¬ 
tween the Democratic and the Republi¬ 
can Parties are the kind of differences 
that exist among pirates and thieves; 
differences over how to divide up the 
loot they have stolen from others. 



New Orleans Protests, December, 2005 


In fact, both parties faithfully serve 
the same master — the large global cor¬ 
porations — and do so at the expense of 
the needs of the overwhelming majority 
of Americans, especially the poor. 

In the past the fact that the two major 
political parties served the economic 
and political interests of the ruling cap¬ 
italist class could be effectively hidden 
by campaign rhetoric and a few win¬ 
dow-dressing reforms. This was the 
case in the 1960s when the Democrats 
could masquerade as the “party of the 
common man” and of labor and civil 
rights. 

Today such a charade cannot work. 
Today the rapid polarization of wealth 


and poverty resulting from globaliza¬ 
tion and robotic-based production ren¬ 
ders reform under capitalism 
impossible. The labor of millions of 
workers is no longer needed, and the 
only “reforms” the corporate govern¬ 
ment will support today are those that 
reduce the cost of doing business and 
make the rich richer. The corporations 
won’t take care of workers they don’t 
need. Thus Democratic president Clin¬ 
ton’s welfare “reform” threw millions 
off of public aid and into poverty-wage 
jobs or unemployment with no safety 
net. And ask the senior citizen on 
Medicare if Republican president 
Bush’s prescription drug “reform” has 


reduced the cost of medications they 
desperately need. The Democrats and 
Republicans are defending a dying sys¬ 
tem that is steadily impoverishing most 
of the working class. That’s why nei¬ 
ther of these parties can represent the 
working class. 

Does this mean that the workers 
must forego participation in the elec¬ 
toral process? NO! It means the work¬ 
ers must build their own political force, 
independent of the Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans, that can lead the fight to 
build a new, cooperative society free of 
poverty. 


PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
NEEDS DONATIONS 

It costs from $1,800 to $2,000 
to print and mail the People’s 
Tribune each month. We have 
no paid staff; all labor is 
donated. We can only survive 
and grow with the ongoing fi¬ 
nancial support of our read¬ 
ers. 

A donation of $70 allows us to 
print an extra 1000 papers. A 
$200 donation allows us to 
print an issue in color. Send 
your donation today to Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, III. 60654-3524. 
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Spirit of tho Revolution 

is printed monthly, and depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from readers. If you have something to contribute, feel free. 

Contact us: c/o Boxholder, P.O. Box 720821 * San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@lrna.org_ J 


Is Florida Becoming the 
Meanest State in the US? 

An urgent press conference on the state of homeless¬ 
ness in Florida was held in St. Petersburg on August 22. 
Speakers included Michael Stoops of the National Coali¬ 
tion for the Homeless, and Rev. Bruce Wright of Refuge 
Ministries. Rev. Wright spoke to the Peoples Tribune 
about the purpose of the press conference. 

Rev. Wright: Florida is increasingly criminalizing the 
homeless. Several cities have passed anti-camping ordi¬ 
nances, bans on serving meals outdoors to the homeless, 
and anti-panhandling ordinances. Florida also has the 
distinction of being the most violent state in relation to 
homeless being beaten and killed. They are ranked num¬ 
ber 1 in the nation with 32 incidents of violence reported 
against the homeless, including several deaths. St. 
Petersburg recently had a homeless man die from beat¬ 
ings received. 

People’s Tribune: Why is the government attacking 
the homeless so aggressively at this time? 

Rev. Wright: The basic, underlying reason is econom¬ 
ic. Tourism and real estate are the vital industries in Flori¬ 
da. They are redeveloping cities like St. Petersburg for 
the benefit of wealthy corporations. Upscale shops and 
luxury condominiums are being built, and sold for a quar¬ 
ter million to one or two million dollars each, especially 
near the coast. They are demolishing low-income housing 
and mobile home parks to make room - because the more 
expensive the housing, the more profit for developers 
Affordable housing is a smaller and smaller share of 
the overall housing stock. The “servant class” - the ser¬ 


vice workers who make these developments possible - 
are forced to live on the outskirts, farther and farther 
from their jobs. At the same time, gas and transporta¬ 
tion costs are going up. Bus fares in St. Petersburg are 
increasing by 25% this year alone. 

While the housing costs go up, wages go down. 
Especially in tourism, fewer and fewer jobs pay a liv¬ 
ing wage. Many of these workers are becoming home¬ 
less. Most of the St. Petersburg homeless work, many 
of them at day labor jobs. 

Working people are becoming more disempowered. 
We have no elected officials in our government who 
represent our interests. Even the social service agencies 
are run by disconnected bureaucrats, not by people who 
understand what it means to be poor. They get preoccu¬ 
pied with maintaining their funding stream and care 
less and less about the people they are supposed to 
serve. Many of them, including soup kitchens, have 
moved out of downtown to avoid “offending” the rich 
or appearing like an “eyesore”. 

The government has no intention of addressing the 
underlying causes. That is why it is stepping up attacks 
on the homeless. Since they refuse to blame them¬ 
selves, they blame the victims. 

People’s Tribune: What is the responsibility of the 
faith community in this situation? 

Rev. Wright: Our first responsibility is to get off the 
sidelines and get involved. We are not called to comply 
with the abuses of worldly empire. We are called to resist 
them, to speak out, to become a prophetic voice. 

Our role is to unite with the poor and empower them 
to take leadership, just as the early church did. Tradi¬ 
tionally, the church is supposed to be to provide a sanc¬ 
tuary for the oppressed. That’s what the Hunchback of 
Notre Dame was all about. More than ever now, perse¬ 
cuted people like the homeless and immigrants are 



Rev. Ed Loring is arrested in Atlanta in 2005 
while protesting the criminalization of the poor. 
PHOTO: Movement to Redeem the Soul of 
Atlanta 

turning to the church for assistance. The government is 
preparing to prosecute the churches that dare to help. 
We are at the crossroads and America’s future depends 
on how we respond. 

We have to speak out, preach, and educate, but we 
also have to act. We need to carry out acts of resistance, 
including civil disobedience. We need to organize com¬ 
munities of resistance led by the people themselves. 

When we say unite with the poor, we mean everyone. 
The church cannot allow itself to be pressured by the 
government to discriminate. We make no distinction 
between employed or unemployed, citizen or immigrant, 
or young, old, or disabled. We reject the categories of 
worthy and unworthy, we refuse to scapegoat or pit one 
group against another. God’s kingdom is open to every¬ 
one. 


VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries to debate why a cooperative 
society is a practical solution to the problems people are fighting out. We 
welcome your thoughts and articles. You can view all articles at 
www.peopiestribune. org. E-rnaii info @peopiestribune. org or write: Peo¬ 
ple's Tribune, P.O. Box3524, Chicago, !L 60654. 


Readers respond to 
‘Work Ethic’ column 

The “ Work Ethic' and the Electronic Age," by Bob Lee, 
(August 2006) pointed out that the wealthy few who tell us 
to get a job don't work, but also that, with the electronic age, 
we're moving toward a society where no one will have to 
work in the traditional sense. The article suggests that we 
redefine the 'work ethnic,' and it asks: "What is a moral per¬ 
son today? Is it someone who denounces those who can't 
find work or one who recognizes the common interests of 
those who have to sell their labor power?" It suggests a new 
morality based on one’s contribution toward building a new 
society. Since our purpose is to inspire our readers to 
debate vision, we reprint two responses: 

Samantha Spencer of Chicago: 

M As a young artist, I am often out of work and left 
searching for a positive way to contribute and educate 
young people, as well as bring a sense of humanity to 
our difficult world. I was affected by the article "The 
'work ethic' and the Electronic Age," in the August 
2006 issue. I have felt trapped in the "capitalist 
inspired morality" that keeps us valuing "hard work", 
even when it does not serve our own interests. This 
article reassured me that I do not want to contribute 


to an immoral system and that has often left me 
unemployed and struggling to get by. In addition, I 
think it is important that as revolutionaries we rede¬ 
fine the concept of hard work to include creating 
art, studying philosophy, or even simply sitting on 
your porch and creating relationships within your 
community. The idea that we are not valuable to 
our system if we are unemployed or underem¬ 
ployed is a myth put forth to trap us in a system of 
hopelessness and destruction.” 

Prof. Robert Birt of Baltimore (excerpts): 

"What's especially devious about the capitalist 
work ethic is that it is a form of psychological 
control over the wage slaves of modem capitalism. 
It largely (not totally) replaces the whip and the 
sword used in ancient and medieval times — or in 
the antebellum American south. Thanks to the 
work ethic, today a psychological whip replaced 
the physical whip — and it has been immensely 
more effective. Even when the work ethic was 
"practical" in pre-electronic capitalism, it did 
tremendous emotional harm to millions of people, 
and was crippling to the cultural life of society. 

“In antiquity and in the Middle Ages, the ruling 


classes relied more on force to make folks work 
(as in American South before Civil War.) Because 
the capitalists cannot rely (at least not nearly as 
much) on the sword, psychological and ideologi¬ 
cal controls are more important and effective. 

“Indeed, I know of nothing else aside from 
racism that has inhibited the maturing of American 
social consciousness as much as the work ethic. 
However, the effectiveness of the work ethic has 
depended on the rapid economic growth and extra¬ 
ordinary prosperity of the USA. Indeed, the average 
American worker could attain greater economic 
goodies even if he/she were poor than similarly 
placed persons in most other countries. Now that 
this is ceasing, an objective basis is emerging which 
will allow us to break the ideological hold of the 
work ethic as we break also the ideological hold of 
racism. 

“It is the self-destruction of capitalism, evi¬ 
denced by the effects of the electronic revolution 
described in this article, that is making this possi¬ 
ble, We can throw off the mental shackles of the 
work ethic and other psychological and cultural 
impediments to our human liberation." 


4 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE • SEPTEMBER 2006 





















FEMA TRAILER PARKS ARE LIKE PRISONS 


Below are excerpts from a statement 
published by a resident of a FEMA 
trailer park. Seventy thousand families 
in Louisiana alone still live in tiny 
trailers, following Katrina. Some call 
the parks "concentration camps. " 
Here’s what a resident said: 

"It is like a prison in the biggest of 
those camps.... you have to show an 
ID to enter, armed (with machine guns) 
national guard walking around 
everywhere like it is a prison, many 
complain of having to pay the FEMA 
people for gas and water and other 
stuff they aren't supposed to have to 
pay... there is only one FEMA bus per 
day that goes to, you guessed it, 
Walmart. 

"The cops were at 5 a.m. doing 
sweeps claiming to look for a child 
molester, entering homes and rounding 
up folks with any outstanding warrants 
of any kind, traffic violations, 
whatever, so we went a few times to 
meetings of the internally organized 
people's council to explain that you 
just don’t have to let the cops into your 
trailers, your trailers are your homes, 
and they need a warrant to enter.... 

"My contact on the organizing 
council mentioned that they wouldn't 
let the press in .... there are 
occasionally press conferences 
organized by the administration and 
signs are put up on people's doors 
telling them they are not allowed to go 
outside during the times of the 
conferences.... they just lifted this ban 
yesterday (THANK GOD) because of 
the media pressure. 

"People have no idea how out of 
control things are down here.... "... .the 
torture techniques made public with 
Abu Gharib and Guantanamo ...are 
now becoming routine down 
here....instead of just going and 
rounding up some Black kids in the 
neighborhood and telling them they 
have to come out of their own yards to 
answer some question and then beating 
them up a bit or searching them and 
putting a gun to their head or whatever 
the routine racial profiling scenario 
would have been pre-k [Katrina], now 
you see stops without arrests where 
young Black boys are stripped and 
cavity searched in public, in daylight, 
in front of the neighborhood....we are 
collecting...complaints about what the 
officers in such brutality cases say 
when asked by the victims ‘why 
me’....routinely people are getting 
responses like ‘there is still room in the 
Mississippi’ or ‘you didn't have to 
come back, now did you.’ 

"One victim testified at a city 
council hearing....pulled over for a 
windshield wiper in front of the 5th 


precinct in daylight. Beaten severely, 
dragged back around the comer to his 
car, left cuffed and bleeding on the side 
of the street while the police cut up his 
seats and burned out the inside of his 
car...dragged him back (remember 
there are tons of witnesses) and put 
him in the back of a police car, in the 
heat, for several hours, took him out, 
he could barely stand from the heat and 
blood loss....did a strip and cavity 
search in front of the police 
precinct...found nothing, let him 
go...” 

Reprinted with permission from 
http://chartreuse, wordpress. com/2006/0 
7/27/people-have-no-idea-how-out-of- 
control-things-are-down-here/ 



Protest march in New Orleans, 
December 2005. 
PHOTO/PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 


From the People’s Tribune: 



Protest against a landfill in New Orleans East that threat¬ 
ens recovery of that community. 

PHOTO/TED QUANT 


New Orleans is being remade accord¬ 
ing to the corporate vision: with no poor 
people. Using the excuse of "fighting 
crime," the National Guard is back into 
New Orleans to contain the poor. 

The fact is, there are mini-Katrinas 
going on across the country. As global¬ 
ization and labor-replacing technology 
eliminates jobs and drives down wages, 
the giant corporations that really govern 
this country are privatizing public ser¬ 
vices as new sources of profit. The entire 
country will be turned into some version 
of FEMA trailer parks unless we stop it. 

Neither the Republicans nor Democrats, 
nor the government, will help the poor. 
We are not just up against bad people, 
but a bad system, a capitalist system that 
is creating poverty. Either the corpora¬ 
tions are going to run the country in their 
interest, or we, the people are going to 
take these corporations over and run 
them in the interest of the people, which 
is the majority. It's that simple. People 
are getting together as the photos on this 
page indicates. The future is up to us. 


Speakers for a New America 

800-691-6888 I 

www.speakersforanewamerica.com 

Speakers for a New America 
-from New Orleans 

"The brutality this nation has perpetrated on others, from 
torture to imprisonment without trial, is coming home. The 
treatment of the victims of Katrina is proving to be the test¬ 
ing ground for how far and fast fascism can be established in 
America. Every abuse visited on someone else that is not 
opposed lays the foundation for even bolder attacks on our 
basic human rights. We must unite to stop it now, before it 
is too late." — Ted Quant, Director of New Orleans 
Twomey Center 



“The future of New Orleans depends on those who are 
willing to fight for the right of every person to return. Many 
are fighting for that right. Please join in.” — Bill Quigley, Di¬ 
rector of the Gillis Long Poverty Law Center at Loyola Uni¬ 
versity 

“Local groups continue to organize in the neighborhoods 
of the city, and in the diaspora... the struggle and the 
mourning continues, with or without the attention of the 
world.” — Jordon Flaherty, Editor, Left Turn Magazine 


Call Speakers for a New America at 800-691-6888 or 
visit us at www.speakersforanewamerica.com to bring a 
speaker to your city. 
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‘IMMIGRANT RIGHTS 

ARE HUMAN RIGHTS!’ 



Immigrant workers and supporters rally at the Georgia State Capitol May 1. 

Photo by John Slaughter 


BY JIM EMBRY 


Below are excerpts from a speech given by Jim 
Embry at an immigrant rights rally in Lexington, 
Kentucky, on April 10, 2006, in front of the county 
courthouse before a crowd of some 7,000 people. 
The rally was sponsored by the Kentucky Coalition 
for Comprehensive Immigrant Rights. 

LEXINGTON, KY—It is so great to be here 
with you on this historic day where several thou¬ 
sands gathered here in Lexington have joined with 
many more thousands all across this country to say 
that we are ALL HUMAN BEINGS and deserve to 
be treated with dignity and respect...to say that im¬ 
migrant rights are human rights and civil rights! 

This Immigrant Rights Rally here in Lex¬ 
ington is also in a historic place because directly be¬ 
hind this stage is the old courthouse...only 150 
years ago this area around the courthouse was an 
auction block where African people said by whites 
to be less than human and denied rights were bought 
and sold into slavery. 

But of course Africans who were enslaved 
worked for NO wages, and immigrants today are 
forced to work for LOW wages. 

During the years of slavery African people would 
try to escape slavery by crossing the Ohio River to 
the North.. .the Ohio River was the border between 
the free states of the north and slavery states of the 
south...they were seeking freedom and citizenship 
rights and a better life for themselves and their fam¬ 
ilies. Even after crossing the Ohio River many of 
these African people could not produce their free¬ 
dom papers...or let's say that they were undocu¬ 
mented. . .and thus they were rounded up as illegals 
in the North, were chained and brought back to this 
very spot here in Lexington, whipped and beaten, 
and often were then sold back into slavery and de¬ 
ported to the deeper South where the conditions of 
slavery were much more harsh and cruel. 

Those conditions during the enslavement of 
African people...are quite similar to Mexican peo¬ 
ple and others today risking their lives by crossing 
the Rio Grande and the desert on a similar under¬ 
ground railroad seeking a better life for their fami¬ 
lies. Still today without your "freedom papers" or 
being undocumented, immigrants can be rounded 
up and sent back across a similar border and river 


separating North from 
South....Because of our 
unique and continuous 
struggle for freedom, rights 
and equality, African Amer¬ 
icans should be very sup¬ 
portive and in the forefront 
of the struggles by other 
people in this country and 
around the world who are 
denied full equality, respect 
and rights as citizens of this 
earth. 

This struggle today of im¬ 
migrant rights for human 
dignity, for respect, for citi¬ 
zenship rights, is nothing 
new. This country, the Unit¬ 
ed States, has had a love- 
hate relationship with 
immigrants since the found¬ 
ing of our country. The Irish, 

Germans and others... were 
needed to work the menial 
jobs and were treated with 
discrimination and disre¬ 
spect. 

WE MUST challenge this 
insane notion of immigrants 
or working people being responsible for low wages 
and lack of jobs. We must speak very clearly that it is 
the corporate-controlled Federal and state govern¬ 
ments, it is the power of the profit-driven multination¬ 
al corporations, it is the money hungry agri-business 
operations, it is our misguided capitalistic value system 
that prefers to exploit and oppress people rather than 
provide wages and services that enhance people's lives. 

We should say very clearly that human beings are 
not illegal nor illegitimate....but war, poverty, lack 
of health care, lies by the government, torture of 
prisoners ALL are illegal. We should say that people 
are not illegal, but the super-greedy-for-profits cor¬ 
porations like Wal-Mart, Exxon, Halliburton, 
Sedexo and so on...are illegal. We should say that 
our problems are not caused by illegal immigrants, 
but by governments fighting illegal wars that create 
so many refugees, destruction of homes, hospi¬ 
tals.. .so much chaos, conflict and death. We should 
say that the problems are caused by illegal corpora¬ 


tions exploiting the workers around the world forcing 
people to work in sweatshops and in other dangerous and 
unhealthy conditions.... 

In 1963 at the historic March on Washington, the de¬ 
mands were for Jobs and Equality. Our demands today 
are still for jobs with a living wage, and human equality 
with citizenship rights. And also our demands are for 
radical immigration reform, no discrimination, universal 
and free health care, living wages, and for respect and 
human dignity 

- ;Hasta la victoria...sicmprc! - 

;Si se puede! Yes we can! 

ORDER THE TRIBUNO DEL PUEBLO! 
www.tribunodelpueblo.org 

This article was submitted from our sister publication, 
the bi-lingual Tribuno del Pueblo. For ordering informa¬ 
tion visit www.tribunodelpueblo.org/ 



People's Tribune Radio 

Our Most Recent Programs: 


On the web @ 
www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 for 
sample copies 


Migrant Workers Rights 

Carlos Marentes (Committee for General Amnesty and Social Justice Seattle) & Gloria Baltiera speak to PTR 
about struggles for migrant workers rights as connected directly to all peoples struggles in the US and 
around the world. 

Detention Centers and the War on Terror 

Teacher and community activist, Emily Lardner, speaks about the war on terror and the struggle for a better 
society and we hear from a rally and march opposing the 2006 Northwest Security Forum and 
Northwest Detention Center. 
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‘The heat is on Smithfield’ 


Workers fight for justice at North Carolina 
pork processing plant 


BY LIBBY MANLY 


Quincy Harvey worked on the kill floor at Smith- 
field’s Tar Heel, N.C. plant for almost 10 years before 
he tore his rotator cuff. His job required him to use a 
heavy saw to open thousands of hog carcasses a day. 
Like hundreds of other workers, Smithfield claims 
that Quincy’s injury was not work related, denying his 
workers compensation claim. Smithfield then fired 
Quincy for “over-extending his leave” when he could 
not come back promptly after having surgery to repair 
the injury. Quincy is now stuck with a hospital bill of 
$13,000. 

Hundreds of other Smithfield workers have echoed 
this same theme: Smithfield is a dangerous place to 
work. When workers report injuries, they are often re¬ 
taliated against and fired. When workers try to stand 
up for themselves and improve their working condi¬ 
tions, Smithfield squashes the effort with threats, in¬ 
timidation and even with violence. 

The injustices Smithfield has committed against 
North Carolina workers are atrocious. That’s why the 



Quincy Harvey PHOTO /DAVID BACON 


Justice at Smithfield Campaign of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers launched a national educa¬ 
tion campaign in June to educate consumers about 
widespread abuses at Smithfield’s Tar Heel, N.C. 
plant. Since June, consumer education actions and 
church rallies have been held in Asheville, Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Fayetteville, Greensboro, New 
York, Raleigh, Richmond, Washington D.C., and 
Wilmington. 

“This is a chance to say no to a company that feels 
they can terrorize workers at will. We are issuing a 
moral appeal to supermarkets to think twice about 
purchasing Smithfield products from that plant,” says 
Rev. Graylan Hagler, national president of Ministers 
for Racial, Social and Economic Justice. 

The US Court of Appeals recently ruled that Smith- 
field repeatedly broke the law in battling workers’ ef¬ 
forts to unionize in two previous union elections. 
After a decade of delaying and denying justice for 
workers, Smithfield has reached the end of its appeals 
process but refuses to admit any wrongdoing and con¬ 
tinues to suppress workers rights to bargain collec¬ 
tively. 

Smithfield is now calling for another union elec¬ 
tion. But what would prevent the company from again 
terrorizing workers into silence? “The history is so 
long, the river is so polluted,” says Gene Bruskin, 
UFCW’s director of the Smithfield campaign. “The 


absolute arrogance of the company in thinking they 
can kick people around for a decade and then come 
out as champions of democracy and expect people to 
trust them is a joke.” 

Workers want an end to the abuse and the intimida¬ 
tion that takes place daily in the plant. They want to 
have the same rights that Smithfield workers have in 
other union plants around the country in Nebraska, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and elsewhere. Tar Heel workers 
want a safe place to work with dignity and respect and 
the protection of a union contract. Smithfield workers 
in Europe have these rights. Even Smithfield workers 
in Mexico have a union contract. Why are they deny¬ 
ing these Black and Latino workers in North Carolina 
those same rights? 

Consumers, union members, civil and immigrant 
rights advocates, people of faith and students are mo¬ 
bilizing across the country to pressure Smithfield to 
stop suppressing workers rights. To learn more about 
how to get involved, go to www.smithfieldjustice.org 
or contact Libby Manly at 919-491-2262, 
emanly @ ufc w. org. 


Upcoming Justice 
@ Smithfield Events 


August 30: Rally at Smithfield’s 
Shareholders Meeting in Richmond, VA 

Sept. 2: Labor in the Pulpit: Pastors 
focus on Smithfield, Nationwide 

Sept. 7: Injured Smithfield Workers 
Speak-Out, First Baptist Church, 
Fayetteville 

For more information,visit 
www. smithfieldj us tice. org 
or contact Libby Manly 
at 919-491-2262, emanly@ufcw.org. 




Smithfield workers protesting 
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The Future is Up To Us! 


This column is excerpts 
from the book, “The Future 
is Up To Us: A 
Revolutionary Talking Poli¬ 
tics with the American Peo¬ 
ple,” by Nelson Peery. 

Send your thoughts to 
info@peoplestribune.org. 
To order the book send $12 
to Speakers for a New 
America Books, c/o Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune, 

P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 
60654-3524. 



What is the significance 
of unity for the new class 
of poor? 

Only equals can unite. Today, just as the new Amer¬ 
ican class of poor is objectively communist (in that 
they are fighting for food, clothing shelter, and other 
necessities, without money to pay for it), the people 
are for the first time becoming objectively equal in 
poverty. 

The next step is uniting the class subjectively — po¬ 
litically and ideologically. 

First of all, though, I think we have to look at the 
historical and economic situation in the 1930s to un¬ 
derstand why unity is possible today while it was not 
possible then. At that time, the Blacks, to an over¬ 
whelming degree, were agricultural laborers. They 
were sharecroppers, or they worked for wages on the 
farms. In the North, they may have been involved with 
service work but, with few exceptions, they weren't 
working in the same area as the white industrial work¬ 
er. 

The northern industrial workers couldn't win their 
fight because the Southern senators and members of 
the House of Representatives held the balance of pow¬ 
er. They held that power because the African Ameri¬ 
can couldn't vote. Moreover, they held the 
chairmanship of practically every major committee. 
The lack of voting privileges for the Blacks allowed 
the fascists and reactionaries to maintain a grip on the 
Congress. 

All the progressive votes in the North could not up¬ 
set Southern reaction. The only way to break that grip 
was to see to it that the Blacks voted and voted these 
people out of office. The only way to accomplish this 
was to unite on the basis of the democratic demands of 
the Blacks. The white workers were not prepared to do 
that because of economic competition. So, what you 
ended up with was unity between the white middle 
class liberals and the Black workers. 

In the main, Blacks and whites were in different ar¬ 
eas of work and economically they were disunited. 
Black people and white people couldn't unite because 
the only people who can unite are qualitatively the 
same. It's like chemistry. You cannot unite two dis¬ 
parate things; they have to be of the same quality. As 
long as Blacks and whites had different agendas, they 
could not unite. The agenda of the Blacks was equali¬ 
ty. The agenda of the whites was economic expansion. 
They could not put forth a slogan of "Unite on the ba¬ 
sis of equality of opportunity." The socially privileged 
whites would not buy it. That made it difficult to come 
up with a slogan that could actually call for the politi¬ 
cal unity of Black and white. 


SEPTEMBER 2006 • PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 



















CafoMfe ArsRt/i 

OUN$ & 

WlTed STAIes 
C0N3RE?? 



Protester at Delphi World Headquarters 


Retiree tells UAW convention: 

‘We should have a vote when our 
rights or benefits are at stake’ 

Gary Walkowicz is a retiree from Ford Motor Co. and 
a member of Local 600 in Detroit, MI. Though his 
motion (printed below) ended in defeat, he spoke on 
behalf of retirees and future retirees from around the 
country when he gave this heartfelt speech at the UAW 
convention in Las Vegas in June, 2006. 

Fellow delegates. I am Gary Walkowicz from 
Local 600. My membership passed a resolution 
to change the constitution to give the right to re¬ 
tirees to vote on any contract that would take 
away rights they have in their retirement. 

Let me repeat. The resolution would give retirees 
that right only on contracts that would take away rights 
or benefits. Let me just say, I support calling out this 
resolution, because of circumstances that affect our re¬ 
tirees at Ford. 

As people know, our contract was re-opened 
and re-negotiated, and as a result, not only are 
active workers' raises being deferred, but retirees 
are now being asked to pay for their hearth care 
premiums and increased co-pays. 

Worst of all, these premiums are now made depen¬ 
dent on a VEBA, which means their health care is no 
longer guaranteed. As people may or may not be 
aware, the VEBA program has been negotiated at other 
locations, and those VEBA trusts have run out and the 
full cost of health care premiums has fallen on the 
backs of retirees. 

I say this is wrong. I say we should not be giving up 
what we have fought for all these years in pensions and 
health care. To take that away from retirees without 
giving them the right to vote is wrong. 

I believe this body should call forth from the com¬ 
mittee this resolution and have a discussion to give our 
retirees the right to vote so they can go forward and 
know that their rights cannot be taken away from them 
without them having a chance to have their say. 

I believe retirees have earned that right. 


8 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE • SEPTEMBER 2006 


Facing forced buyouts, severance 
packages and bankruptcy: 
Autoworkers Refuse to Retreat 


BY A FLINT, MICH., CORRESPONDENT 


Dozens of autoworkers gathered at Delphi 
World Headquarters in Troy, Michigan on Fri¬ 
day, August 11. This was the day set to void 
union contracts in bankruptcy court. 

The picket was called by Soldiers of Solidari¬ 
ty (SOS) to serve notice to the company that au¬ 
toworkers will not give up the fight. Among the 
marchers were both retirees and active workers 
from as far away as Canada, a Delphi plant in 
New York, and Marquette in northern Michigan. 
Workers from the surrounding areas such as De¬ 
troit, Saginaw and Flint were well represented. 

Severance packages and buyouts, along with 
Delphi's persistent attempt to slash future wages, 
pensions and benefits in Bankruptcy court, are all 
part of their quest to destroy the middle class as 
we know it. As one worker put it, “We're not just 


'Soldiers of Solidarity', we're actually 'Sol¬ 
diers of Society.” As it turned out, the hear¬ 
ing was postponed again and then again 
while Delphi, GM, and the UAW try to 
hammer out some sort of Peace Pact before 
heading back to Court on September 18th. 

In the meantime, Ford announced a 21% 
cut in production -- the largest reduction 
in over 20 years. The plan has sent shock 
waves and panic throughout the assembly 
plants, especially where SUVs and trucks 
are made. Workers are experiencing anxi¬ 
ety and frustration much like their Broth¬ 
ers and Sisters at Delphi did when 
Bankruptcy was announced back in Octo¬ 
ber. Said one union official fielding ques¬ 
tions from upset workers: "People are so 

scared of losing their jobs". and the 

struggle continues. 






The photos on this page were taken at a rally held by autoworkers who gathered at Delphi World Headquarters 
in Troy, Michigan on August 11 to serve notice to the company that autoworkers will not give up the fight. 
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Community demands justice around police shooting 
of youth in Chicago’s Cabrini Green 


BY JAMES PFLUECKE 


CHICAGO — On August 7, 14-year-old Ellis 
Woodland, Jr. was shot by a Chicago police offi¬ 
cer in the middle of the street. He was walking 
from his home in the Cabrini Green Public Hous¬ 
ing development to a baseball game in a nearby 
community. The circumstances of the shooting 
are questionable. The police first gave three, wild¬ 
ly different public versions of what happened. 

After 24 hours of changing stories, the police 
finally settled on this version: the squad car was 
flagged down by a teenage boy (police originally 
said it was a young white woman), who said he 
was robbed by two boys. The police stated that 
Ellis threatened an officer and the officer shot the 
boy four times in self defense. No alleged rob¬ 
bery victim has been produced by the police and 
Ellis, who survived the shooting and is in critical 
condition, has not been charged with robbery or 
with threatening or assaulting an officer. Within 
24 hours, the police cleared the officer of any 
wrongdoing. 

The response by the Cabrini Green community 
was swift. Within hours of the shooting, hundreds 
of Cabrini Green residents blocked the busy street 
where Ellis was shot and marched on the police 
station. The next morning, residents marched 
again, first to the police station and then through 
the community. Two days later, over 300 resi¬ 
dents marched to City Hall to demand a meeting 
with the mayor. 

These actions were led by community leaders -- 


residents of the community -- and not politicians 
or clergy. The initial demands of the community 
were quite clear and focused on the police being 
accountable to the residents of the community. 

The police reacted quickly. The night before the 
third march, an uncle of Ellis was arrested and 
held for “trespassing” in his own community. The 
day after the last march, M. Taylor, a seventeen 
year-old friend of Ellis, was arrested, again for 
trespassing, and beaten severely by the police. A 
photograph of young M. Taylor confronting a 
police officer had been featured on the cover of 
two major newspapers and the police had told him 
that they were “going to get him.” Finally, a 15- 
year-old cousin of Ellis, who had also marched, 
was arrested and beaten on the street in front of 
five of his friends and several other community 
members. All six boys were taken into custody for 
trespassing -- including one boy arrested on the 
stoop of his own apartment. 

Willie Fleming, Jr., a resident of Cabrini Green 
and a community organizer, said, “The whole com¬ 
munity is in an uproar. The state of things with the 
police is out of hand. It is one thing after another. 
There are no jobs for people in the community. 
We receive no city services. There are no programs 
for the youth. The City of Chicago wants our land 
and they want us gone.” 

Mr. Fleming added, “We need the residents of 
this community to have control over our future. We 
need to have a Citizens’ Review Board made up of 
Cabrini Green residents. We need to be the prop¬ 
erty managers of our development. We need to 


have the final say in all decisions in our 
community.” 

The residents of Cabrini Green do not 
see this series of attacks as isolated inci¬ 
dents. Earlier this year, the police began 
arresting and detaining hundreds of young 
people for “trespassing” in their own com¬ 
munity. 

This new wave of violence by the police 
further united the community. The resi¬ 
dents of Cabrini Green see the actions of 
the police as an attempt to intimidate them 
and force them out of their community. 

The land that Cabrini Green sits on is 
worth billions of dollars. For over 10 
years, the City of Chicago has tried to 
drive out the residents of the community 
and redevelop the land for the “knowledge 
workers” the City is trying to attract to 
Chicago. Cabrini Green residents find 
themselves outside of the economic devel¬ 
opment plan of the city and increasingly at 
risk of having the whole community 
forcibly evicted. 

As the City tries to demolish Cabrini 
Green, they continually break promises to 
rebuild low-income housing in the commu¬ 
nity. Mr. Fleming stated, “This is about 
more than the police. We are not anti¬ 
police, we are anti-brutality. We are anti¬ 
being kicked out of our own neighborhood. 
This is a movement that will not be 
stopped. We will take control of our chil¬ 
dren’s future.” 


Detroit Labor Party Rallies for Benton 


BY MARIAN KRAMER, CO-CHAIR, 
DETROIT CHAPTER OF THE LABOR 
PARTY 


The Detroit Chapter of the Labor Party held 
a Fundraiser for the defense of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney of Benton Harbor, Mich., on August 
12, 2006. Rev. Pinkney is scheduled to go 
back to trial on September 19, 2006, after his 
first trial ended in a hung jury. He is being 
charged with voter fraud. Rev. Pinkney's trial 
is key to the democratic rights of the working 
class. It is about the right to recall candidates 
and our ability to vote. 

The rally was attended by representatives 
of Call'em-Out!, Michigan Welfare Rights 
Organization, members of Central United 
Methodist Church, the Highland Park 
Human Rights Coalition, workers from the 
Detroit Department of Water and Sewerage, 
and community activists. 

The Labor Party is determined to free Rev. 
Pinkney, because he is one of the front-line 
fighters against the injustice being waged 
against the working class and especially the 


poorest workers. This fight in Benton Harbor is 
about Whirlpool Corp. trying to push the commu¬ 
nity out and preserve the town for Whirlpool. 
Struggles like Benton Harbor show why we must 
build our Labor Party. We need a political party 
that fights in the interests of the working class. 

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO FREE REV. 
PINKNEY. CALL, EMAIL AND WRITE MICHI¬ 
GAN GOV. GRANHOLM TO GET THE CHARGES 
DROPPED TO FREE REV. EDWARD PINKNEY. 

For information on the Rev. Pinkney Defense 



Harbor Warrior 

Committee, contact BANCO, 1940 Union 
St., Benton Harbor, MI 49022, email: 
banco9342@sbcglobal.net, or call 269- 
925-0001. 

For information on the Labor Party, 
write: 29136 Tessemer Court, Madison 
Heights, MI 48071. 



Jim Bish, (top) treasurer for the Detroit Labor Party Chapter 
and retired member of UAW Local 6000 (state employees), 
addresses the Rally. At left, from left to right, a worker from 
the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department, and Warring¬ 
ton Bryant and Gwen Gaines from the Michigan Welfare 
Rights Organization. 
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Fresno Police Kill Unarmed Man; 
Community Groups Express Outrage 




Left: The Rev. Floyd Harris is 
organizing a statewide march 
in Fresno to protest the lack 
of police accountability. 
Right: Rebeca Rangel (far 
right) read the statement at 
the press conference. 


All photos: Mike Rhodes 
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Gloria Hernandez holds the Stop Police 
Brutality/October 22 banner. See 
www.october22.org for more information. 

Department named Joaquin as a person of interest 
in the disappearance and murder of Debbie Hawk.” 
Several news reports have linked Figueroa, the 
shooting of officer Nieto, and the Debbie Hawk 
case. Dyer was quoted as saying “I am certain that 
there is a great deal of relief (in the community) 
that a very violent person has been removed from 
the street.” (8/4/06 Fresno Bee) 

A press release sent by the press conference 
organizers said, “Jerry Dyer does not speak for the 
Community. We are not relieved to have to witness 
the use of deadly force on an unarmed man who 
was suspected of shooting Officer Nieto. The Com¬ 
munity would have wanted the suspect to have the 
same access to the court system as Jerry Dyer’s 
niece has had when she was involved in a Fowler 
murder case. We are not relieved that our questions 
have not been answered.” 

Gloria Hernandez, a community organizer and 
one of the speakers at the press conference, said, 
“We will never know if the cop’s latest statistic was 
in fact guilty. We will never know if this ‘person of 
interest’ was involved in the Manchester shooting 
or the Hawk woman disappearing. Both cases 
closed! Because it’s easier to blame it on the bad 
dead guy!” 

Hernandez also announced that they were ask¬ 
ing the Human Relations Commission to hold a 
Town Hall meeting to discuss this shooting. She 
then demanded that an outside agency investigate 


Figueroa’s death. 

Many of the speakers at the press con¬ 
ference belong to the Central California 
Criminal Justice Committee (CCCJC), 
which has been working for years to 
establish an Independent Police Auditor 
(IPA) in this community. The concept for 
an IPA has received support from the 
Mayor of Fresno and Chief Dyer, but has 
been rejected by the Fresno City Council. 
Without an IPA it is up to the Internal 
Affairs Department to look at police 
actions. 

Groups at the press conference included the 
National Action Network, MEChA, Books not 
Bars, California Prison Moratorium, Peace Fresno, 
Fresno Copwatch, October 22, and the Hmong 
American Coalition for Justice and Human Rights. 
For more information, see: http://cccjc.org/home/ 


Good question! 


BY MIKE RHODES 

Editor, Community Alliance Newspaper, Fresno 


FRESNO, Calif. — Joaquin Figueroa was shot and 
killed by police on August 3, 2006. He was 
unarmed. At a press conference held on August 11 
in front of the old Fresno City Hall, community 
activists condemned the shooting. A press 
release, sent to the media by event organizers, said 
that Joaquin Figueroa was “another stolen life 
taken by the Fresno Police Department.” The state¬ 
ment also said “the only thing that changed in this 
officer-involved shooting was that the suspect was 
shot only two times, unlike the 20+ times in the 
previous incidents.” 

Rev. Floyd Harris, State President of the 
National Action Network and a speaker at the press 
conference, said that the police are sending a mes¬ 
sage to this community that they are going to be 
“the judge, jury, and executioner. You are not going 
to make it to trial. You are not going to make it in 
front of your peers, because they have a license to 
kill in this city.” Rev. Harris continued “until we 
get a police auditor in this community this is going 
to keep happening over and over again. Enough is 
enough! That could have been any one of us.” 

The Fresno Police Department says that 
Figueroa did not have a gun when he was shot. 

The police also say Figueroa was the primary sus¬ 
pect in a shooting incident in which a Fresno 
Police officer was shot and wounded. Fresno 
Police Chief Jerry Dyer said the shooting of 
Figueroa was justified because he ignored com¬ 
mands to show his hands and that he had a reputa¬ 
tion for being armed and dangerous. 

At a press conference the day after Figueroa 
was shot, Dyer listed a number of crimes he said 
Figueroa was believed to have committed. Accord¬ 
ing to Dyer’s statement, “Subsequent investigation 
determined that 25 year old Joaquin Figueroa was 
a validated gang member and convicted auto thief 
responsible for a series of violent crimes leading 
up to the shooting of Officer Brian Nieto.” 

Dyer said “Additionally, the Hanford Police 
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Privatizing 

BY JACK GERSON AND STEVEN MILLER 


OAKLAND, Calif. — The state takeover of 
Oakland Public Schools is a window into the 
corporate agenda for public schools that is 
being pursued across the country in a variety 
of forms. It reveals how public schools, 
underfunded for decades, become incremen¬ 
tally privatized under the name of "reform." 
It also reveals the bankruptcy of the free mar¬ 
ket approach. Because public schools are not 
businesses and children are not commodities. 

The State take-over of OPS is entering its 
4th year. The traditional public school sys¬ 
tem is being dismantled — slow death by 
privatization. 

Oakland, deprived by the state of its 
civil right to control its public schools, has 
been stripped of its power to resist. The 
entrepreneurs recognize that Oakland is 
the perfect place to set up a model for what 
they call "educational reform" and what 
we call union busting. 

Enter Eli Broad. Broad is a $6 billion dol¬ 
lar man who has invested $2 billion in the 
Broad Education Foundation. Its mission is 
to impose a business model on urban 
school districts. To this end, the Broad 
Foundation runs an Urban Superintendents 
Academy and an Institute for School 
Boards to train school superintendents, 
district governance personnel and even 
union leaders in corporate practices. The 
Broad Foundation is also a leading propo¬ 
nent of high stakes testing, merit pay, and 
charter schools. 

This is the Eli Broad philosophy, and 
Broad's handpicked administrator Ran¬ 
dolph Ward put this philosophy into prac¬ 
tice in Oakland. Principals were told they 
were "entrepreneurs" and central adminis¬ 
tration department heads became "Execu- 

Resu 

ATLANTA — On August 15, the anniver¬ 
sary of the passing of the Anti-Alms Ordi¬ 
nance (or the Panhandling Ordinance) in 
Atlanta, we had a powerful witness for God's 
justice in our beloved city! 

We gathered on the steps of City Hall and 
began the day welcoming 300 hungry 
friends to a breakfast of grits, eggs, coffee 
and orange juice. 

We read the words of the Prophet Isaiah 
(58): "Shout as Loud As You Can!" and so we 
did. We shouted for justice for the poor, we 
shouted for the repeal of the panhandling 
ordinance, we shouted for repeal of the pub¬ 
lic urination ordinance and the immediate 
availability of public toilets, we shouted for 
affordable housing, we shouted for a living 
wage. We were blessed to be powerfully led 
by the Movement to Redeem the Soul of 
Atlanta together with many friends from the 
Task Force for the Homeless, Blood and Fire, 
the Martin Luther King Campaign for Eco- 


Public Schools in Oakland 


five Officers." 

Ward's "reforms" were hindered by the Teach¬ 
ers' Contract with the Oakland Education Associ¬ 
ation. You can't get rid of art teachers if the con¬ 
tract guarantees art. The California Teachers 
Association played a major role in drastically 
weakening the contract in negotiations in 2006. 
This is not so surprising, since the Broad Foun¬ 
dation Report lists CTA President Barbara Kerr 
as one of their "Strategic Retreat Participants and 


'The corporate program means 
the constant weakening of 
equal, quality education. This 
is, in effect, the withdrawal of 
the right to public education 
for working class students/ 


Advisors." Other members include Arne Duncan, 
Joel Kline and Roy Romer (heads of the Chicago, 
New York and Los Angeles public schools), as 
well as Adam Urbanski, president of the 
Rochester Teachers Association, and Randi Wein- 
garten, president of the United Federation of 
Teachers. 

To see what Broad means by "educational 
reform", just look at New Orleans. Broad and his 
fellow billionaire Bill Gates have used Hurricane 
Katrina's devastation as an excuse to annihilate the 
New Orleans public school system. Before Katrina, 
New Orleans had 115 public schools. Today it has 
six. The rest have been "reconstituted" as charter 
schools. 

Charters today are far from the popular image 
of plucky little start-ups run by visionary parents 
and inspired teachers. Unlike public schools, 
they can pick their kids. Most are owned by cor¬ 
porations, like the Aspire schools, KIPP or even 
Walmart. And, crucially, because each charter 
school is essentially its own mini-school district, 

rection City, 

nomic Justice and the Open Door Community. 

One of the beautiful and powerful moments in 
our action was when Movement Leader Derrick 
Boazman gathered us in a circle of justice where 
we stood hand in hand and proclaimed our com¬ 
mitment to the long haul struggle for justice for 
the poor and oppressed in our city one by one, 
saying: "I am a link in this chain and it won’t be 
broken by me!" We were hand in hand, rich and 
poor, legislator and homeless, preacher and beg¬ 
gar, black and white, woman and man; together 
for God's movement of justice. It was clear to me 
that yes, TOGETHER, we are strong!! 

Together we sang, marched and shouted our 
way into City Hall where we presented our 
demands for justice to the Mayor and to City 
Council. We give thanks for Councilmember C.T. 
Martin who spent some time with us, voted 
against the ordinance last year, and continues to 
speak up and speak out for justice for the people 
of Atlanta. 

Our shouting, praying and singing then again 


unions must organize them from scratch. 

Charters represent a transfer of property, 
resources and assets from public hands into pri¬ 
vate. Furthermore, the proclaimed virtue of 
Charters is that they are unregulated and can be 
experimental and exciting. The same forces 
demand, however, that public schools be increas¬ 
ingly regulated. Charters are a transition step to 
absolve the government of responsibility for 
public education. 

Eli Broad's role is a harbinger of a new 
approach by the capitalist class to strengthen 
their war against America. Recent changes in tax 
laws have made it easier for billionaires to protect 
their money by using it for "philanthropy." Thus 
they are taking over entire institutions of society, 
and dangling vast amounts of money to enforce 
their policies, without any public discussion 
whatsoever. This is more than a hostile corporate 
takeover of a school district; it is a hostile corpo¬ 
rate takeover of society. 

The corporate program means the constant 
weakening of equal, quality education. This is, in 
effect, the withdrawal of the right to public edu¬ 
cation for working class students. The tragic and 
unnecessary human price that the city will pay is 
not considered a business expense. The corpora¬ 
tization of America means privatizing every¬ 
thing, from our schools to our national parks to 
even what our children dream. This program is 
being implemented on every level of govern¬ 
ment. 

To counter this national effort, we have to 
fight forward, not backwards. Public schools 
arose as the historical counter to child labor. This 
demanded establishing the idea of the domi¬ 
nance of the public over an institution of society. 
Only then could public rights be guaranteed. 

In an era of rampant privatization, the idea of 
the public — public control, public rights — is 
the counter to a capitalism that destroying public 
services across the board. 


2006 

took us out to the streets where we defied the 
ordinance and obeyed the law of God and pan¬ 
handled our way all the way down to the Hurt 
Building, the home of Central Atlanta Progress. 
We had a great time speaking truth to power, 
calling the powers and principalities to account¬ 
ability and begging for justice and for alms all 
throughout our city! 

It was a powerful day where I witnessed the 
words of the prophet Isaiah coming to pass: 

"If you put an end to oppression; to every ges¬ 
ture of contempt, and to every evil word; if you 
give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are 
in need, then the darkness around you will turn 
to the brightness of noon!" (Isaiah 58:9b-10) 

Rev. Lauren Cogswell, Martin Luther King Cam¬ 
paign for Economic Justice, Open Door Commu¬ 
nity, Atlanta, Georgia 


SEPTEMBER 2006 • PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 




VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR. MICH. 


Police Terrorize Benton Harbor Woman 

"I was just taking a walk...." 


On August 14, 2006, at 10 p.m. in the City of Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, Keisha Nicole Terry was assaulted 
by two Benton Harbor Township police officers, Officer 
Skinner and Officer Mckenize. Keisha Nicole Terry 
stated: 

"Both police officers harassed, degraded, intimidated 
me with threats to make me afraid. The officers 
attacked my self-esteem as a woman. Police Officer 
Skinner kicked me several times causing my legs to be 
swollen. Then he pushed me in the chest and began 
touching me in places a male should not touch without 
my permission. Then Police Officer McKenize illegally 
searched me by patting me down and taking his hand 
under my shirt, then putting his hand in my pants, under 
my pant legs, and then told me to 'take my ass across 
the street,' after the illegal search. Police Officer McK- 
enize was waiting for me while Police Officer Skinner 
was belittling me. I told both police officers that, as a 
female, they can't search me unless there was a serious 
need or if they felt I was a threat to them. This was not 
the case. There was no crime. Due to the law and proce¬ 


dures of Michigan, a male officer of any kind can't 
search any female without a female officer present. I 
was just not endangering myself or others. I was walk¬ 
ing down the street and was attacked by two white 
police officers. Then Officer Skinner told me to sit on 
the hood of his hot car. I replied by saying that the 
hood was hot, it was too hot for me to sit on. He told 
me to put my face on the hood of the car. I refused. He 
started kicking me again and again, about three times, 
which caused me pain and suffering as well as mental 
and emotional pain.My friend and I both asked them 
what have we done wrong? Officer McKenize stated 
‘This is what happens when you live in Benton Har¬ 
bor, or in Benton Township.’” 

Rev. Edward Pinkney said, “We must stop the police 
brutality in Benton Harbor and Benton Township, 
Michigan. Police are paid to serve and protect, not to 
serve and harass. When will it stop? When will we say, 
enough is enough? We better start keeping our mind on 
our freedom and our freedom on our mind.” 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 



PHOTO/DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 


Marian Kramer, 
co-chair of the 
Detroit Labor Party, 
and Rev. Edward 
Pinkney of Benton 
Harbor, speaking at 
a Detroit Labor Par¬ 
ty fundraiser for 
Rev. Pinkney and 
the Benton Harbor 
Justice struggle. 
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Are you still using 
a court-appointed 
attorney? 

BY REV. E. PINKNEY 


The Berrien County court appointed 
attorneys should be independent from 
political influence, but they are not. The 
court appointed attorneys, prosecutors 
and judges are on the same team. Their 
job is to convict innocent poor people. 

The court appointed attorneys ignore 
family members, badger you into plead¬ 
ing guilty to a crime you didn't commit 
to save time and money for tax payers. 
They work extremely hard to help prose¬ 
cutors and judges work against your best 
interest, and if you are in jail, they put 
off your court date until you plead guilty. 
The court appointed attorneys never 
interview the clients before the court day, 
only in the courtroom. They will not call 
or subpoena witnesses for the trial. They 
are never supervised or reviewed for 
quality and efficiency according to 
nationally and locally adopted standards, 
never in Berrien County. 

Berrien County, Michigan is in con¬ 
stitutional chaos. The police, prosecu¬ 
tors, politicians, the judges and the 
machinery of government are inexorably 
grinding away at the individual liberties 
guaranteed to all Americans by the Con¬ 
stitution. The government agencies often 
arrest without warrant, spy without legal 
authority, imprison without charge, and 
kill without cause. 

We urge our readers to get involved in 
the struggle for justice sweeping Ameri¬ 
ca. Take the Benton Harbor struggle into 
your community and bring your commu¬ 
nity into Benton Harbor. In this way, we 
can build a broader consciousness of 
what's at stake in America. Either desti¬ 
tution for the majority of us, or a whole 
new world. The choice is ours. 

Attend the Rev. Pinkney trial on Sept. 
19. Send tax deductible checks for the 
Defense to: BANCO, 1940 Union St. 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 or donate on¬ 
line at http://bhbanco.blogspot.com. 

















